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it should arrive. When this failed, he pressed forward the negotiations
which he had already begun with Rome. At the end of 1208 he had sent
the Archbishop of Auch and the deposed Bishop of Toulouse to complain
of the hostility shewn him by Arnaud. He was willing, he said, to make
complete submission before any other legate. Innocent, reasonable and
judicial as ever, promised to examine his justification, and sent into
Provence for the purpose a new legate, the apostolic notary Milo. Ray-
mond was accordingly cited to Valence, where he promised to obey the
legated orders; his absolution took place in front of the porch of St Grilles
(17 June 1209), and next day he was given the requirements of the
Church: among other terms, the complete banishment of all heretics
from his domains and his active and personal support for the Crusade.
He took the Cross on 20 June; and on 26 July Innocenb sent him a letter
of congratulation and promised him his protection. Four days before that
letter was written the awful carnage of Beziers had taken place, the
systematic dispossession of the southern nobility begun. Narbonne and
many other towns surrendered in sheer terror, Carcassonne capitulated
on 15 August and its viscount, Raymond Roger, was made a prisoner
and died during the following winter. Simon de Montfort, who had
accepted command of the expedition after the Duke of Burgundy and
tixe Counts of Nevers and St Pol had refused it, became Viscount of Beziers
and Carcassonne and organiser of the occupation.. There was complete
understanding between him and the legate. Both saw that Innocent had
not considered ahead what was to be the permanent fate of the acquired
territories, though he had offered them to Philip Augustus. But Philip
had refused to play, and the way was open before the ambitious Simon.
Both had taken the measure of Raymond and knew him to be very un-
comfortable in his present false position and thoroughly untrustworthy;
they would at first isolate him (they had Innocent's approval for this
course), conquer up to the borders of his demesne, then provoke him by
excommunication and interdict to actions of definite hostility which would
justify a general assault upon his lands and his capital. Both realised
that, to counteract the trickling back to the north of the crusaders who
came for forty days' service only, a permanent garrison must be established
at strategic points in the country, especially in the Black Mountain (the
high ground between Carcassonne and Albi) and along the river Agout,
while to secure the strongholds in the foot-hills of the Pyrenees north
and north-east of Foix would prevent its count from giving trouble. It
was the reduction of this territory by the acquisition in 1210 of Bram
and Montreal and in 1212 of Lavaur that brought the crusaders to the
borders of Raymond's direct dominion*

Ever since he had left the crusading army after the taking of Carcas-
sonne, Raymond's relations with Simon de Montfort and the legate Amaud
had become more and more strained- When summoned to give literal
execution to the promises made at St Gilles and to surrender to the
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